
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 May 2014] 

 p3494b-3495a 
Ms Andrea Mitchell; Mr Dean Nalder 

 [1] 

FREEWAY NOISE — KINGSLEY 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.39 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport on behalf of residents from a section of my community, who live on the corner of Hepburn Avenue 
and the Mitchell Freeway, in the south west corner of Kingsley. The residents contacted me about a couple of 
things, but this grievance is basically about the increased noise levels they are experiencing from vehicles on 
Hepburn Avenue and the Mitchell Freeway and the increased visibility of the traffic; residents can actually see 
the cars coming off the freeway onto Hepburn Avenue. The noise and visibility of the traffic has resulted in 
residents’ decreased ability to use their outdoor areas, their backyards, in their houses and even their front yards, 
which has decreased the value of their properties. Residents have told me that refurbishing, redeveloping or 
selling their houses is not a good option at the moment because they will not get a return for their money. 

I will talk about the noise levels first. There is no doubt that there is more traffic on these roads. For example, 
Hepburn Avenue is now a major through road. It used to stop at Wanneroo Road, then it went through to 
Alexander Drive and now it goes all the way through to Beechboro Road North, so it is a major road for not only 
commuters, but also work and haulage vehicles and emergency service vehicles, including the police, fire and 
ambulances. Residents hear these vehicles all night long; the noise is not limited to just daylight traffic. The 
other thing that has contributed to the noise levels is that fewer natural or artificial barriers are in place to absorb 
the noise that is being generated. 

To give some background for the minister, in 2010 an additional 170 car parking bays were constructed for the 
Greenwood train station on a site that was previously natural bushland. This car park area is on the Kingsley side 
of Hepburn Avenue, so the noise is on the Kingsley side, not the Greenwood side. These bays have been greatly 
appreciated by people using the train station because there is now no bus service to the train station. The loss of 
the natural sound barrier and the increased traffic noise is certainly causing residents quite a deal of concern. 
They are woken very early in the morning, and the noise continues until late at night. If we add a few emergency 
vehicles that are on the roads at odd hours, it is really quite an issue. Residents cannot spend time in their yards; 
in fact, they feel somewhat imprisoned in their own homes. Some have put double glazing on their windows to 
get some protection from the noise. It is used not for visibility reasons but for protection. 

Another thing that surprised me was the visibility issue. I was invited to meet residents and see the situation for 
myself, and we could see the vehicles coming off Hepburn Avenue. They can be identified from the backyards 
of a couple of people and from the front yards of other people’s homes. The traffic is just constant. From some 
places, we could look straight into people’s backyards; there is no protection at all. I am talking about the section 
where vehicles exit off the freeway, travelling south from Hepburn Avenue. People coming off that ramp can 
look straight down into people’s backyards. As I said, people can see the vehicles from the other yards anyway. 
There is no protection from the traffic for these residents, both visually and audibly. 

When the additional car park was constructed at Whitfords train station on the same line, with additional car 
parks, some bushland to the right side of Whitfords Avenue was used. Immediately, a barrier was put up on the 
exit from the Mitchell Freeway into Whitfords Avenue. There was no question about that not being provided. It 
certainly provided protection for both visibility and noise reduction. Whitfords Avenue goes only through to 
Wanneroo Road. Hepburn Avenue goes all the way through now, so a completely different array of vehicles 
travels on that road. It is quite strange. The residents have noted that it was built up on Whitfords Avenue but it 
has not been built on Hepburn Avenue. They asked me why that occurred but I cannot answer that question. 

Many of these residents have lived in the area since they built their houses. They are the first inhabitants of the 
area. They knew the freeway was coming—they were part of that—but they feel that it has become quite intense. 
They have to contend with not only the original freeway noise, but also a lot of traffic that is coming from the 
north, and that volume of traffic will only increase. We are extending the freeway and extending all those 
services but there are blockages on the road every morning. The residents realise that these things must happen 
but they would like some support for their issues and concerns. They are not in a new area—this area has been 
there for a long time—and the new areas get those barriers automatically. 

I am also aware that Main Roads is not keen on building retrospective barriers but I do not think we should 
forget these communities in areas that have been there from the beginning. They have put up with what is going 
on and they deserve the same barriers that are being installed in the new areas. We would appreciate a response 
to how these noise level and visibility issues can be addressed for these people in a very nice part of the city. 
They are very decent people and I believe they are approaching this problem in the correct way. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.46 am]: I thank the member for raising this 
matter with me. Main Roads receives numerous requests for noise walls adjacent to or near major roads. It is one 
of the challenges that we face. To better understand the situation, I will ask the managing director of Main Roads 
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to undertake noise testing at the location highlighted by the member this morning. Although noise walls are 
incorporated in the construction of new roads, currently there is no funding for a retrofitting program across the 
existing state road network because of the cost involved. Stand-alone ad hoc projects cost significantly more than 
when incorporated into larger contracts due to the economies of scale that are achieved by the contractor. 

Main Roads’ preference is to address noise impacts in residential areas along the existing road network, such as 
the Mitchell Freeway, as part of major road upgrade projects and road resurfacing programs, when funding and 
priorities permit. This approach has allowed noise treatments to be installed at locations such as the new 
interchange at Great Eastern Highway—Roe Highway, along sections of the Kwinana Freeway as part of the 
recent widening works between Leach Highway and Roe Highway, and on Great Eastern Highway through 
Belmont where the highway was expanded. Main Roads is developing a long-term strategy that will target 
treatment priority of major freight routes in which heavy vehicles can have a significant impact day and night on 
adjacent residents. Noise testing will also be undertaken along the Mitchell Freeway as part of this overall 
network assessment to prioritise locations for the provision of noise treatments. Undertaking such amenity 
treatments as part of major works minimises the cost to the taxpayer. 

I note that noise wall treatments were not provided as part of the recent Mitchell Freeway widening works, as 
noise studies undertaken for both projects indicated that the addition of a northbound third lane would have only 
a negligible effect on the existing traffic noise levels at these locations. Accordingly, no noise walls were funded 
as part of the upgrade projects. The reason for the amenity wall at Whitfords adjacent to Trailwood Drive was 
mainly to address complaints about train station precinct noise, not road traffic noise, after a fairly heavily 
wooded area that provided a visual barrier for residents was cleared by the Public Transport Authority in 2009 
for construction of a car park. 

I thank the member for raising this issue with me. I will ask Main Roads to undertake noise testing at this 
location and work further with the member on this matter. I look forward to visiting the member’s electorate 
later this month to better understand the transport needs of her constituents. 
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